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Von Lordſhip has been heck to give to 
the public a melancholy picture of the ſtate of 
affairs in Ireland; and your ſtation in the 
country muſt impart to it a degree of weight, 
to which otherwiſe it is little entitled. It is 
therefore fot the double purpoſe of ſhowing to 
your Lordſhip that you have been the dupe of 
others, as well as of preventing you from in- 
nocently duping the people of England, that 
1 ſhall preſume to offer a few obſervations upon 
the very erroneous account you have juſt de- 

livered, of the ſtate of affairs in that quarter. 
* My 


condition before Beg great 04 opulent county 


1 : 


This Lord, it in e for me to > ran. \ the 
motives which have influenced your Lordſhip, 


to give to the public ſo fallacious a deſcription 


of the real fituation of the north of Ireland. 
How far it is prudent or wiſe, at this eventful 
moment, to encourage the enemy to a ſecond 


attempt upon Ireland, by ſuch exaggerated 


repreſentations as are calculated to inſpirit 
his hopes, and to depreſs thoſe of your coun- 
trymen, is in your Lordſhip's breaſt to deter- 


mine: but at leaſt, it is for me to ſhow how 


groſsly your Lordſhip has been deceived; how 
unjuſtly the government of Ireland has been 
aſperſed ; and to endeavour, by the ſober ſtate- | 
ment of a few facts, which cannot be refuted, 
to deſtroy the baneful effect which your Lord- 
ſhip' s declamatory and ill-judged ſpeech is cal - 


culated to produce upon the PG mind. 


For this 3 my Lord, it is 8 
to adyert to the ſituation of Ireland a ſhort time 
back. Vour Lordſhip charges the preſent ſtate 
of that country to be the conſequence of the 


meaſures now purſuing by Government, for 


retaining it in a ſtate of peace and ſubordination. 
It is fair, therefore, to inquire, what was its 


of 


41 

A Diws, and other diſtricts in ah provide 
of Ulſter, were proclaimed, zowhieh the pre- 
ſent diſcontents are aſcribed,” At that. period, 
the meaſures of which © your Lordihip has ſo 
loudly complained; had not taken place. Th ; 
complaints which you repreſent” to ariſe/out'of 
them could: have no exiſtence; and therefore 
we may fairly recur to that era, as teſt᷑ b 
which we may examine the queſtion at illde 
between Government and their opponents 
Does your Lordſſip not know, that before" the 

meeting of the lriſni Parliament in Nevember, 
1796, an alarming conſpiracy was generally 
conceived: to exiſt, which- has ſinee beer de- 
tected. and that mauy barolies throughout 
the. North were ind a ſtate of the greateſt in. 
ſubordination and tumult? Is not Jour Lond- 
ſhip aware, that this conſpiracy had for its 
object the reduction of rents, the diviſion" of 
property, the abolition of: tithes, hers 
deſtruction of | Government, and a. general maſt 

ſascre af the principal gentry throughout the | 
ptovinces? Was not the oonſtitution then 
nearly put down, and the laws in general 
ſillenced, by à ſyſtem of terror gradually ex- 

tending itſelf over the country: and chreatening | 
in its, _— both a difloluticer of govern- 

tie? ment 
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ment and ſociety? Can any impartial ſpectator, 
then in the country, deny this? At that 
period your Lordſhip was in England; you 
are therefore. entitled to call for proofs. Per- 
haps, if you had been upon the ſpot, the 
ſcandal of the ſcene would have impreſſed 
upon your Lordſhip's mind, the neceſſity of 
being a little more cautious in relying ſo im- 
plicitly upon your channels of intelligence. 
You would then have ſeen a country rich in 
population, ſoil, and induſtry, in the wan- 
tonneſs of proſperity conſpiring againſt its own 
happineſs, and driven to the verge of inſur- 
rection through the diabolical machinations of 
demagogues and traitors. Ves, my Lord, I 
aver, that at that period hardly a magiſtrate 
dared to do his duty. Scarcely a juryman 
would venture to diſcharge his truſt, ſo uni- 
verſally were they under the influence of ter- 
ror, from the lawleſs conduct of that deſperate 
body of men denominated - United Iriſpmen. 
At the ſpring aſſizes at Carrickfergus, both 
the ſheriff and the jury were univerſally ſaid 
to have received letters, threatening them with 
death if one United Iriſhman was convicted. 
Many gentlemen conſtantly carried pocket 
FO about them: as a ſecurity. againſt! affaſ- - 
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Fination. Mr. FinLzY, a magiſtrate of con- 
fiderable property and reſpectability, near Trim, 
had already been fired at, and was dangerouſly 
wounded, by an unſeen hand, while walking 
near his own grounds. In open day, in the 
town of Liſburn, near Belfaſt, in the month 
of September, 1796, the Rev. Mr. Jonxsox, 
an active and able magiſtrate, was ſhot in the 
ſtreets as he was mounting his horſe, for daring 
to be ſuperior to fear in the diſcharge of his 
duty. In the month of November of the 
ſame year, another magiſtrate, the Rev. Mr. 
CLELAND, was ſhot at, in New Town Ards, on 
the ſame account; and magiſtrates the moſt 
eminent, were obliged to have ſaldiers living 
in their houſes, to protect them from the ſan- 
guinary vengeance of theſe deluded and fero- 
cious-people. Was not Lord LonDonDERR&Y, 
and is he not to this moment, compelled to 
kave a military guard at his houſe ? Were not 
witneſſes againſt any of theſe individuals either 
cut off by aſſaſſination, compelled to emigrate, 
or neceſſitated to live under military protection? 
Were not theſe murders frequent? Does not 
your Lordſhip know that at that very period 
(in November, 1796), the King's ſtores in 
Belfaſt were robbed, and a quantity of gun- 
N 


03 


[ques carried -<if: by cons? Was .nob-aid 
country ſtricken with univerſal conſternation, 
in confequence of theſe atrocious ſcenes? And 
was there not, at the ſame time, a 3 
eee of a 28 ivaſion 


11 my Rs fer was . * of is 
north of Ireland when Parliament met in the 
month of November, 1796. What then en- 
ſued? The intended invaſion was announced 
ſrom the throne; and the country was called 
upon to put itſelf into a ſtate of adequate re- 
fiſtance/to the enemy. Yeomanry corps were 
then ordered to be raiſed, for the purpoſe of 
maintaining peace through each barony, and 
of enabling Government, in the event of ne- 
ceſſity, to concentrate as much as poſſible the 
regular military force of the kingdom. In 
this fituation, I aſk your Lordſhip, if the 
conſpirators in the North did not employ every 
baſe art to prevent as much as poſſible the for- 
mation of theſe uſeful corps? At one moment 


they miſrepreſented to the people the oath of 


allegiance to be taken by individuals entering 
into. theſe corps; at another the moſt open 
threats were practiſed; and in ſome inſtances, 
the moſt daring and cruel violence was em- 
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ployed with ſucceſsful effect, to terrify thoſe 

into reigning, who had already inliſted therein. 
Does your Lordſhip require any proof of this 
Read it in the tragical fate of the gallant; but 
unfortunate Mr. CuMMINs.: In one night (in 
the year 1796), a body of United Iriſhmen, 
with blackened: faces, forcibly diſarmed ſeveral 
yeomen belonging to Lord LOXDONDERRY'S 
corps, by entering into their houſes in the dead 
of the night, and ſeizing upon their arms and 
accoutrements; and becauſe this brave gentle- 
man, who was one of their officers, inobly; 

refuſed to ſurrender up bis arms, they inhu- 


manly butchered him with the ngoſt, ſavage, 


een Did not the lamented Mr. Hams | 
TON meet with a ſimilar fate? Shortly — 
appeared in arms, in open day, in the vioinity of 
Cumber, to reſcue two men then cartyiug 40; 
Downparrick jail, Near Belfaſt a conſiderable 
number of them, in the courſe; of a night, 
| dug a trench of great labout acroſs the gxers, 


=. chat Sh and coveted it over 10, artfully, 
that it was only diſeovered on the enſuing day 
by the- officer at the head of the line falling 
into it, with his horſe. Is not this a fact no- 
nn known? Did they not, about the 

B ſame 
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ſame time, begin forcibly to diſarm all the 
inhabitants of the country who were not 
united with them, by nocturnal viſits? Did 
not families fly into Belfaſt for ſafety, dreading 
to ſleep in the country? Did not others quit 
Ireland altogether ? Did not a regular battalion 
of United Iriſhmen, in the ſpring of this year, 
march to Mr. Kennevpy's, at Kentraw, near 
Belfaſt, and carry away thirteen ſtand of arms 
forcibly from the family, with as much ſyſte- 
matic regularity as if they had been inveſted 
with lawful authority fo to do? And is it not 
within your Lordſhip's knowledge, that before: 
the county of Down was proclaimed, ſeveral: 
gentlemen's eſtates immediately in your Lord- 
ſhip's vicinity were deſpoiled of their beſt tim- 
ber, for the purpoſes of he Pſy 
for the jnſurgents ? 5 003 , < 10 
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In this Grad; nies was the government: 
of Ireland to do? they had ſeen the laws 
openly violated ; they had witneſſed the blood 
of the magiſtrate to flow; they bad: beheld 
illegal aſſociations adminiſtering unlawful oaths. 
throughout the country, for the purpoſe of 
overthrowing the conſtitution ; they had ſeen. 
the e of the my ane in the diſ- 
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arming of its ſoldiery ; they had the warning 
of revolutionary preparations, in the wats. 
whoop of ſedition ſounded throughout the 
country, in the forging of arms, and the car- 
rying off of the King' s military ſtores. The 
preſs at Belfaſt was in a ſtate of open hoſtility 
to its exiſtence; the inſurgents every day be- 
came more daring, and the loyal part of the 
country grew clamorous for protection againſt 
the dangers which encompaſſed them. No- 
thing, therefore, was left to Government, but. 
the interpofition of military force to check acts 
of rebellion which, defied and ſuſpended the 
civil power; to renew the. exiſtence of the 
conſtitution, by reſcuing the laws from. that 
ſtate of imbecility into which the lawleſs vio- 
lence of a banditti had plunged them. It was 
only then, when every meaſure of lenity and 
forbearance had, failed, and the conſpirators 
were on the eve of a concerted and general in- 
ſurrection, that the province of Ulſter was 
proclaimed, and the inhabitants were called 
upon to deliver up their arms in zruft for them- 
ſelves, and 10 be reſtored hereafter, to prevent 
the United Iriſhmen from getting them into 
their poſſeſſion. This, my Lord, I aver to 
1 been the ſtate of the north. of Ireland at 
. 1 the 
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the moment when that ſalutary meaſure was 
adopted, and to it alone is to be aſcribed the 
quietude it has ſince enjoyed. Outrage has 
greatly ceaſed ;' confidence is returned; the 
las are re-afſuming their ſway ; and perſons 
and property have derived a ſecurity from it, 
to which for a" conſiderable time before they 
were entirely ſtrangers. Such have been the 
beneficial 1 dog that 1 and en 
ee PI 
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On the de ce it muſt appear, 
that antecedently to the county of Down, and 
other parts, being put out of the King s peace, 


aud edfequently * prior to the adbpeidei: of thoſe 


coercive meaſures which your Lordſhip ſo 
warmly arraigns as the cauſe of the preſent 
diforders, many parts of the country were in 
a ſtate utterly lawleſs ; and that a ſyſtem of 
terror, founded in blood and maſſacre, had 
ſuſpended the operation of the civil power, 
and ſpread general apprehenſion every where. 
—Henceat became neceflary to counteract one 
ſyſtem of terror againſt the laws, by meeting 
it with another in hey ſupport; and the mi- 
litary ſtrength of Ireland was in conſequence 
1\cteafed, to protect i it from the twofold dan- 

, ger, 
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ger, of foreign invaſion, and internal - treaſon. 
But the difference between the two ſyſtems is 
this that the one had for its object to ſubvert 
the government; and the — to N _ 
this * and 1 e e H 
SIE 

- This, hh Lord, is . —_—_ an of tis 
| an. between the government of Ireland 
and the diſaffected part of the people, corrupted 
by French principles. But I would further 
aſk your Lordſhip, whether, in your own im- 
mediate neighbourhood, the moſt criminal ex- 
ceſſes were not committed, before it was put 
into a ſtate of proclamation, both at Sainfield, 
Ballynahinch, and Killeleah ? Was not the 
tree of liberty actually planted in the latter 
town, ſo early as in the autumn of 1796? 
Was not the caſtle at Hillſborough broke open, 
and all the arms cartied off? And has not your 
Lordſhip heard, ſince you were laſt in Ireland, 
that a meeting of delegates from the different 
ſocieties of United Iriſnmen was held near 
your Lordſhip's eſtate in the North, about the 
middle of June laſt, for the expreſs purpoſe of 
conſidering whether they ſhould: then riſe, or 
defer their plan to a future period? Was it 
not 1 at that meeting to cut off the 


troops 
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troops in detail; and to commence the inſur- 
rection with maſſacre? Is not this known to 
General LAKE? and was not the queſtion car- 
ried by a trifling majority, for remaining quiet? 
What are the preſumptive proofs of this ? 
The flight of ſome of the conſpirators, and 
the apprehending of others. Did not eight of 
them make their eſcape from the port of Ban- 
gor, upon finding the plot diſcovered ? And 
were there not ſeveral of their intended offi- 
cers in confinement in the artillery barracks in 
Belfaſt, in Auguſt laſt > When, in addition to 
thoſe facts, we advert to the trial of Jack- 
$0N, and to the conviction of others, proved 
to be in league againſt the conſtitution, as well 
as to the maſs of information contained in the 
Report of the Secret Committee of the laſt 
ſeſſion, it muſt irrefragably appear, that his 
Majeſty's Miniſters in Ireland; would have 
abandoned their duty, and betrayed the deareſt 
intereſts of the ſtate, if they had tamely ſuf- 
ſered a ſyſtem of diſaffection gradually to ex- 
tend itſelf over the country, until ripe for ac- 
tion, in preference to cruſhing the evil in its 
infancy, by meaſures of energy ſuited to ns 
. e of the occaſion. de 11 1 
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- My Lord, I have ſaid, and I think eſtabliſhs, 
ed, that many parts of Ireland were in a ſtate 
of the greateſt diſorder, and a ſtrong ſpirit of 
diſcontent reigning. among the people, before 
the preſent ſyſtem was reſorted to, a few; 
months ſince, of r the ee to 
„ the us. 

11 may n be aſked—What ar . oeca- 
ſioned that ſpirit among the people in 1796, 
independently of thoſe religious animoſities in 
particular parts, which are not chargeable to the 
adminiſtration of the country? Did .itariſe from, 
any act, on the part of the government, tend- 
ing to provoke the people? Or was it the con- 
ſequence of any attempt to miſlead. them by, 
incendiary publications; or to ſtimulate them 
to rebellion by ſecret conſpiracies againſt the 
ſtate?— It could not be the conſequence of op- 
preſſion on the part of the government, be- 
cauſe the conduct of . for a ſeries 
f years, has been marked by a laudable en- 
deavour, in various ways, to meliorate the 
condition of the people. What are the proofs?. 

hey are theſe: The people of Ireland de- 
Fred to have the duration of their Parliament 
mited—it was done. A cry was raiſed for 
2 FRA ; the 


Lordfhip's notice, that for forte Fears paſt they 
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the repeal of Poyning's Law, and the inde- 
pendency of the Legiſlature the law was 
abrogated, and their imperial ſovereignty re- 
cogniſed! They called for a reſtrictiou of the 
Penſion Liſt it was granted. They claimed 
4 Free Trade Bill—ir was paſſed.” They de- 
fired a Reſponſibility Bill—it- was admitted. 
They withed for the independence of their 
Judges—it followed. The Roman Catholics 
prayed for a reſtoration of their Electivè Fran- 
iſe their prayer was heard. What then do 
theſe deſperate ſocieties now claim What but 
the ſubverſion of that conſtitution from whence 
fo many bleſſings have been entailed upon them- 
ſelves ? Yes, my Lord, under the flienſy veil 
of a reform in Parliament (an abſtract queſ- 
tion, little ſuited either to the times, or to the 
underſtanding of the lower orders of ſociety), 
they are endeavouring to pull down the fabric 
of their government, for the purpoſe of ſub- 
ſtituting in its ſtead that hidlecus ſyſtem of 
anarchy and plunder; whieh in deſolating 
France, has annihilated the trade, the induſtry, | 
and the morals of her inhabitants. This ig 
the proved and acknowledged object of theſs 
imncendiaries. It cannot have eſeaped your 
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have been actively employed in the purſuit of 
this wicked ſcheme. Is it not notorious that 
they have leagued to N to a 
| ForEIGN IN VADER Can this be to reform 
the Parliament? They have formed themſelves 
into regular battalions, nominated their officers, 
ſupplied themſelves with arms, provided gun 
powder and artillery, manufactured pikes, 
ſworn each other to — in defiance of the 


law, OKGANIZED, their convention on the 


| French model, collected money, and main» 
tained a traitorous intercourſe. with the ene ay. 
Can all this have only in view to reform the 
Parliament? Common ſen ſe rejects the ſi uppo- 
ſition; and was. not this traitorous plan con - 
ceived before any part of the country A" | 
ood en ede 


% gf Had 07 einn 
This, 3 Ha _ he ſtate. of n 
ä ſome: years back. What was the language of 
Mr. Toone, the parent founder. of theſe ſocie- 
ties? Does he not, in his letter, contained in 
the Report of the Secret Committee of the 
Iriſh, Houſe of Lords, unmaſk the object 
of their views at once, by roundly ſtating, 
that it is impoſſible to ſuppoſe the Parlia- 
ment of lreland can ever be | brought. to 
1 | Ge rege- 
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| regenerate itſelf. 
ish concede, would little anſwer public exe 
peRation—that both parties in Parliament are 
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hat ſuch a reform as they 


playing their own game, and the oppoſition 
too mueh connected with the ariſtocracy, to 
be really the friends of the people? And he 
further proceeds to fay, that to reform Parlia- 
ment by ſuch means is, as if . 4 plai Her dere 


to be applied to the finger, for a morti ifica- 
* 75011 in the bowels,” Here then is the lan- 


gage of this high-prieſt of {edition 3” and fach 


are "_ tenets _ followers "_ 4 
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We 


e this tains 425 ape e 


againſt the ſtate, the Venlabere had recourſe to 


ſuch reſtrictive laws as went in their principle 


to grapple with the miſchief,” and in their ope- 


ration to protect the real liberties of the people. 


For this purpoſe, the laws known by the name 


of the Convention, Gunpowder, and Inſur- 
rection Bills were paſſed, all fettering, in ſome 
degree, the views of theſe revolutionary bodies 


but leaving the honeſt citizen no reaſonable 


ground to imagine that _y infringement Was 
intended 0 on bis rights. | 33 


A 5 / 4 * 


I am well aware that it is-to theſe laws that 
* many 


— m —— ery 


many irihe a portion x he <a 
prevail in Ireland. —The-goyernment, has been 
charged with 4 definite. bay theſe, of infringing 
upon the liberties, of the ſubject 5 aud the ſpirit 
of party has not been, wanting te give: them 
ahis, conſtruRion, But, is it hard that indiyi- 
duals, ſhould be reſiriged from, conſpiring 9 
overthrow their country ? Is f *. hard that they 
| ſhould be reſtrained from adn N if ering oaths | 
of, ſecrecy to each other for political, purpoles 
which avoid the, light? ? Such 18, the objec of 

theſe laws, which, have e eee 

ave. the kingdom from 4 the miſerieg of anarchy. 
Ig ſuch, a tate, ph,tbings, when, a, mine was 
Preparing to deſtroy. the. laws, the Jiherties, and 
the religion of che people—whey the; preſs, cor 
operating with, the views of traiters, was teefgſ 
ing wich the, Poſe. daring, ayg, inflammatory 
bels againſt, thejlaws, the ae a 
icy, of the ſtajg--when even, the, mild ſpirit of 
gur;cqaſtivurion was. Fave. 11912, WW 
againſt itſelf, from the privilege 1) imparts, to 
licentiouſneſs, and, the impunity, Which too 
often it enſures 0 to, guilt— was i it not a time for 
the, conſtitutional guardians, of Lriſh liberty to 
ſaye the conſtitution from the deſtruction with 
which it was, threatened, by, fis it with 
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new ſecurities againſt the unexampled dangers 
Which affailed K To fay chat theſe laws are 
repugnant to the nature of bur conſtitution, is 
only to miſunderſtand its genuine ſpirit. The 
principle of the conſtitutioti is to communicate 
and enſure, to every man, as great a portion 
of civil liberty as is compatible v icli che nature 
of his cotidition, and to bind him, in return, 

to a due fubcniffion to its authority. It neceſ- 


farily follows, where meaſures are avowedly 


purſued which equally endanger the right of 


the ſubject,” ad the” authority” of the Ak, 


that every Lade is confonarit to the principle of 
rhe conſtitution, which ſtrictly goes to main- 
tain both Mie dhe and the other in violate. Such 
laws muſt eder be confideted is ſanctioned by 
juſtice. If they hive' any thing in them be⸗ 
ond the ordinary mildneſs of our conſtitution, 


it 1 18 becabſe the occaſion” Called ther into ac | 


tion, avaitiff che deſperate defighs of thoſe who 
Were meditating its ſobvertish. It is not ſuffi- 
dient to Lay, that theſe 85 ne Were unknown 


Gt our anbeftors; and chat they are therefore 


at variance with the priteiptes of our cert. 
tution. — The anſwer is obvious'* Theſe firm ries, 
and the tices _ growing out of them, were 


ae HK" to” our r forefatticts. Their 


laws 


(n) 


luurs were ahne to the petiod in which'they 
lived, aud grew out of bt Gtustidn. 80 
maſt it be With buts. NO Byte of Taws Call 
be invariable. In propertion' as new ' crirmes 
engender new dangers, they induce the neceſ- 
firy of freſi laws; ro'colniteradt thbir iüthuence 
upon the matiners /"6piniors; and mordis of 
ſociety. T6 fly, therefore, that our anceſtors | 
were ſtrangers" to, ſuch laws,” is not to 'ptove Y 
that they are ofptetiiye ; it vhly's goes to efti- | 
blith that they lived ar a peflod when the 16y- 
alty and good ſetiſe of the people refidered them 
unn SPY Let thoſe wWhc Cotmplain againift 
theſe laws, nber by thicir conduct thit' herd 
is no occaſion for them, and they ein de done 
away.” But white every day produces fomg 
new outrage” againſt the rights ” individuak; 
and ſome freſh attack upon dhe authöti y-of 
Government, they Will continte* to? appear: 
what they really Are, a ſecofity” terne pub 6 
and 4 ſafeguard” to the conflitiition?s 9249s 
o Sana ls io 0180, 5th 0 Bus ns-I 
It is for' the repeal of 'thefe laws, And che 
ſubſtirution of oppoſite meaſures; *that"'yout 
Lordſhip comends. It is for the intraductidtt 
of ſuch 4 ſyſtem of concilfition as Would go, 
in its eſert, to ſhow to ng 


1} 
Dann, vernment 


2 


vernment felt it 1255 either abuſed, or overs 
aine its authority "M0 Where Are the 5 


EE TE 


happy rel of loch a policy, * eldabire a 30 
35550 e ni och 1 8 5 wor” wo fta 
Won your: Lordſhip, imoprals, upon u the 
public mind, that the government of Ireland has 
blindly coerced the. people, without endeaygur- 
ing, by meaſures of lenity, to ſuperſede the 
neceſſity of ſo doing? When his Majeſty's 
Miaiſters came into poſſeſſion of thoſe materials 
18111218 from. wh Qce. the proofs of this great conſpi- 
110 race to gyenthr ow the conſtitution, and deliver 
| | 0 the country into the hands of the enemy, were 
! deduced, What was their fiſt act? To iſſue a 
mild proclargtion, endeayouring. to recall the 
deluded within t the pale of the laws, by offer- 
10 ing a full pardon | to all ſuch, as had taken the 
Ul: illegal oath... adminiſtered by. theſe. ſocieties, 
Mi provided, they came in within a limited period, 
acknowledged their error, entered i into a recog- 
| nizance, and took the oath of allegiance to 
WI his Majeſty, Here then Was en What 
| 5 Was its effect? Your Lordſhip ſtates (though 
| 


Ido not. vouch for the accuracy of this Mates 


ment), that. (from the beſt information, you 


have been able to collect) theſe ſocieties of 
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1 
United Emine have 3ipled heir numbers 
ſince firſt the Report was publiſhed which ex- 
poſed their traitorous deſigus. At that period 
they rated themſelves in numbers to the extent 


of near one Wnt katie 3" mw If an 


"KK. 3 + 


offer of pardon has the operation of increafih 5 | 


the number of the diſaffected in the alarmiti 

proportion your ” Lordſhip ſtates, what would 
be the general conſequence ' of an univerſal 
ſyſtem of conceſſion, founded in the principle 

of admitting the eaſel of Government to 
have been either erroneous or oppreſlive ? 
Your Lordſhip's own ſtatement, therefore, 
proves the neceſſity of the caſe for which we 
contend, and vindicates the conduct of Govern- 
ment, by ſhowing that thoſe diſcontents have 
their origin in cauſes which they cannot con- 
trol, nee the ſpirit of diſaffection has thus 
increaſed, notwithſtandiug the earlieſt efforts 
on their part to ſubdue it, 'by the adoption of 
ſuch lenient meaſures as your Lordſhip recom- 


mends. I $02 43 nne ; 19 #7 
HH. 302 247 i 1} ati: u eien 58 (ire 
Thus, my Lord, I have endeavoured” to 
demonſtrate— —— hs 
I64 ike v7 v# 6 0 BW MH 3891 5 b Pe {191 1 b 


an Fun rh many parts in the north of Ire. 
land 
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"7 in me year 1996 were in a ftuation of 
extreme diſorder, from the lawleſs Sans 1 
eee were e 
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4 cg e the; conduct of Government 
ſor a ſeries, of years towards the people of Ire- 
Hud bas been ſuch as could not in its natural 
refult have produced theſe commotions; but 
that they grew out of a traitorous ſyſtem of 
diſaffection, which had for its object to ſubvert, 
by ſanguinary violence, the ancient laws and 
eoururons of the realm. 5 en 
eh het 155 ſpi pirit of diſcontent which 
prevailed at that period had ariſen to ſuch an 


zlarming height as to break out into acts of 


open rebellion againſt the conſtituted authori- | 
ties. of the ſtate and induced the neceſſity for 
thoſe. reſtrictive laws which, enacted ſub- 
ſequently to the exiſtence. of ſuch diſcontents, 
could not have been the occafion of them; and 
which laws were neither in their principle nor 
operation, at variance with the ſpirit of our 


„ ee 


And laſtly—That it was only when the 
yh power became 100, weak, to. protect the 
ſubject, 


= 
1181 


ſubject, and when the lenity of Government 
had only the effect of rendering the conſpira- 
tors more bald, that his Majeſty's Miniſters, / 
in the diſcharge of an imperious duty, had re- 
courſe, in the year 179), to military authority, 
to protect thoſe laws which at different periods, 
and in various inſtances, had been ſo daringly 
vichand both before RO the RE £796 6. 1 


11＋ this nen of facts be aan 3 
is for your Lordſhip and the world at large to 
diſprove it, it amounts to a complete vindiea - 
tion of the conduct of the govertiment of Ire- 
land, inaſmuch as that it clearly eſtabliſhes 
that the preſent diſcontents which prevail in 
that country do not ariſè fromm any oppreſſion 
on the part of his Majeſty's Miniſters, hut 
have principally their origin in the factious 
vie ws of ſome individuals, and the traitorous 
deſigus of others. Having vindicated his Ma- 
jeſty s Miniſters, I ſhall now proceed to offer 
a ſhort juſtification in behalf of the Britiſh and 
Iriſh tr ſtationed there, who have been 
—— to the public as acting in a man 
ner derogatory to "the" high 1 the 
nave ever borne, e 
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1 They have been charged with unneceſſary” 
1 ſeverity in the exerciſe of their duty. No 
; man better knows than your Lordſhip, that 
18 ſuch conduct is repugnant to the character, to 
* tbe ſpirit, and to the well-known feelings of 
the Britiſh ſoldier. That ſome. irregularities, 
I to which even the beſt ſtate of diſcipline 1 is lia- 
1118 ble, may have been committed, is not irnpro- 
li bable ; and theſe may in ſome degree have 
0 i been the reſult of previous provocation, and 
141111128 grown out of the nature of the fervice; where, 
Wi from the neceſlity of employing ſeverity in 
Till ſome caſes, the tempers of men may have been 
warmed into exceſs on both ſides. 


One of the facts moſt relied upon is, the 
burning of houſes. Has this happened but in 
caſes which plead, their own apology ? in caſes 
when, rather than deliver up concealed arms, 
individuals have ſuffered the thatched roof of 
their houſes to be deſtroyed ? But I would atk 
your Lordſhip, whether on ſuch occafions the 
ſoldiers themſelves have not previouſly aſſiſted 

| in removing the. furniture out of them? and 
ih | 7 hether you have not heard of a variety of 

| ſta 


nces of individuals offering to ſwear they 
had ſurrendered up their arms, when upon 
109 ty | 0 ſearching 
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ſearching their houſes, and poll 


roof, pd and other warlike weapons have 
been found concealed in the walls, and other 
places? and, whether you have not under- 


| ſtood, that in general ſuch ſearches were only 


made upon poſitive information being lodged of 


arms being there concealed ? If this ſhould 


not have come within your Lordſhip's know- 


ledge, at leaſt you will find it to have occurred 


in your own county, in various places, and 
particularly in the barony of Ards. Can your 
Lordſhip ſtate an inſtante of any houſe n 
been deſtroyed, which the hard neceſſity of 
the caſe did not juſtify; from the party dwal- 
ing therein having provoked his own fate; 
either from being active in thoſe” nightly de- 
predations on peaceable inhabitants, which no 
law or police could guard againſt, or refuſin 8 
to ſurrender up arms concealed for the no- 
torious — of turning Wen "againſt hie 
A OS 
In the aiſcharge of eh ＋ _ pling 
individual lola ö may have exceeded their 
authority ; and the particular caſe muſt” be 
lamented, under the general neceſſity of having 
recourſe. to a meaſure, - which” the 2 


5 D 2 Ob- 


| 
| 


|| | obſtinacy of the Ae ae eee ne- 
1 . ov oi 
| 9 But when. ve ate — upon obo 
| if f | ſeverities (which 1 mean not in each individual 
1 inſtance to vindicate, and fhould be the firſt to 
| j l deplore), let us not turn, from the provocations 
1 the ſoldiers have received, and the atrocities 
i 18 they were called upon to reſtrain. Have they 
INN  . mot ſeen. their comrades maimed ? Has your 
| I | Lordſhip, never heard that General LAK ER was 
10 neceſſitated to threaten to burn the town f 
wh New Town Ards, if a ſoldier was killed, from 
N the centries being fired at in the night? Have 
they not been engaged in open day! Have 


they not ſeen the active emiſſaries of theſe 
united ſocieties travelling every where through- 
out the country, to ſeduce them from their 

| colours, to ſwear them into their ſocieties, to 
bind them to the French, and to make them 
rebels to their King? Had not this been at- 
tended with melancholy ſucceſs, in inſtances 
well known to your Lordſhip?” And could 
then the great body of the army, as gallant in 
their ſpirit as they are pure aud untainted in 
their loyalty, ſee. cruelty and treaſon conſpiring 
n, the brave ne ihe Jiberties.of 

a 8 £ all, 
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deſtroy their country, were ſeeking to render 
them the accomplices uf their guilt, and the 
are. of their ſhame DNo! my Lord, that 


gallant army, che pride and prop of their 
country, were not to become the-blood-ſtained 


_ aſſociates of Jo baſe a cauſe; and in the indig- 


nation whiok they felt at theſe wicked endes 


yours to alienate them from their allegiance,” a 7 
debauch them from their 3. refer 


ment may, perhaps, in ſome inſt 77 
been e wall che hs - 11 wer 
wits ih Wo. | 97 5 9 


2 


-But N are theſe nib of ek, 
which we have yet to learn, when compared 
with the cruelties commirted bytheUnitediriſh- 
men, with which we are all acquainted ? One 
man, it is aſſerted, has fainted on the picket, and 
recovered (I mean not to juſtify the act); but 
where are the victims of theſe ſanguiuary re- 
volutioniſts? In the cold grave !—Seek not 
then, my Lord, to turn the indignation of the 
public from them to the Britiſh ſoldiery, em- 
ployed in the defence and protection of che 
1 foremoſt in the poſt of danger; 


but 
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and remuneration of their country. Inſtead, 
_ thenefore, of arraigning particular inſtances of 


w 4 


Collect before them the children of a HamiL- 
Tem, and,a CUMMINs, ſheltered under their 


| ſpeak to the paſſions, here are acts for your 


C( @ ) 


but rather point it at thoſe barbarous men, 
who, trampling upon all laws, and violating 
all juſtice, have carried death and woe into the 
manſions of their victims! Let the cries of 
the orphan and the widow reach that breaſt in 
which ſo much munificence and humanity are 
known to dwell. Their wrongs, my Lord, are 
a ſubject as worthy of your eloquence, as they 
have been found deſerving of the ſympathy 


miſconduct among the ſoldiers, dwell on the 
enormities which have excited their indignation, 
and, poſſibly, provoked their intemperance. 


bayonets from the mercileſs fury of the aſſaſſins 
of their fathers ; and then, in this powerful 
appeal to the beſt feelings of their nature, par- 
don the ſoldier if he has ſometimes erred in 
| the limits of his duty. If your Lordſhip muſt 


guide; and the tears of edel for _ 
ſubjeR ! 


and re What meaſure of — was ever 
m— dealt 
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ject: and to ſhow to your 


640 
dealt out to the ſufferers by the United Iriſni- 


men ? But in the caſe of the ſoldiers,” where 


is the individual who can ſay that the tribunals! 
were ſhut upon his complaints; or that his 


wrongs have been unredreſſed upon appealing 
to the laws of his country? 


84 Fi 5 


My Lord, it is as much the mtereſt, as it is 
the duty of Government, to protect the ſub- 
-ordſhip, that 

while it will firmly maintain its own — 
on the one hand, it will not, on the other, 
protect its agents in the abuſe of that au- 
thority, I have only to recall your Lordſhip's 
recollection (for I wiſh to convince by facts) 
to a recent inſtance at the laſt aſſizes at Dun- 
dalk, when a Captain of an [Iriſh regiment 
quartered there, was ſentenced by Baron VEL- 
VERTON to a heavy fine, and three months 
impriſonment, for an act of injuſtice to an 
individual who had appealed to the laws for 
redreſs; holding out, in this inſtance of im- 
partial juſtice, the bright example to the people, 
of the difference between anarchy, ſtrong 
enough to injure, yet too weak to redreſs, and 
the bleſſings of a mild and regular goverument 
like ours, pofleſſing ſtrength ſufficient to re- 
ſtlrain 
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ſtrain' injuſtice, without the power or the will 
to perpetrate it. It is by examples like theſe, 
that the people are taught to feel their beſt 
fi ſecurity to conſiſt in obeying the laws; and 
wh their ſureſt protection to * found! in ems be to 
| maintain them. t 
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10 Thus, my Lord, when the nature of the 
0 ih ſervice, the ſtate of the country, and the 
WHEN feelings of the army, are conſidered, I believe 
10 ie will appear that their conduct in general has 
1600 been regular and correct; and that the indi- 
1 vidual inſtances of ſeverity which may haue 
100% occurred, are either too few in their number to 

i | | de noticed, or too trifling in their nature to be 
1060 made the ſubject of publie accuſation. To 
1100 ſuch inſtances I am perſuaded your Lordſhip 
1 would turn with the deepeſt regret; and on 
| HAVE | thoſe of a contrary nature, I feel you would. 
1000 dwell with the pleaſure which ariſes in the 
| WAH! breaſt of a: ſoldier, when n on ! 
| felon. from: unmenited ns 84218592 
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(I At Belfaſt i a the military 
| were unwelcome viſitors) the uniform good 
0 1 5 eee Fog 
0 conduct or̃ the Scotch battalions is the theme 
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mild and conciliating manners and conduct of 
General LAKE, in the diſeharge of- his painful 
duty have equalled the teſtimony of their 


reſpect. At Carrickfergus, vou will find the 


Britiſh troops vying Wich this example, and 
their peaceable deportment approved by the 
inhabitants. Again, to the northwatd, at 


Colerain you may hear the cohdubt of the 


Somerſetſhire Fencibles the ſübſect of their 
praiſe.” "Traverſe the country from therice to : 
Ballycaſtle, and you may learn, that When the 
Britiſh troops quartered' 'thete, in July laſt, 
were relieved by another detachment ſent from 
Carrickfergus, many of the town's-people-roſe 
at mm early hour of four o'clock in the morn- 

g, to give them three cheers on their de- 
ches as a teſtimony of their approbation 


of the good conduct and- diſcipline they had 


maintained, in the town, while Se near 


1 quote e theſe R. ae to 7 Lords 
ſhip, as liable to have fallen withif the range 


. of your own obſervation ; -atid pofſibly, if your 


inquiries had extended further, the ſame tre- 
ſults, in other parts of the country, might 
have eſtabliſhed the moſt honoutable teſti- 
+ monies 
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cheriſhing this ſpirit of diſaffection, animate 


( 38 3 


monies in favour of the general good conduct 
and character of the army at large. 6 


Thus ſtands the caſe between the govern- 
ment of Ireland, the army, and that portion 
of the people who have enrolled themſelves in 
theſe traitorous ſocieties, That they are nu- 
merous, I admit; that they are daring, their 
conduct ſhows ; but that they can ſucceed, no 
man who knows. that army, or is acquainted 
with the unſhaken loyalty of the more nu- 


merous body of the people, will allow. 


Let not the diſaffected, nor our enemies, 
therefore be elated, by the miſtaken picture 
which your Lordſhip has been prompted to lay 


before their view. 


10 F ar be it _— me to. impute to your Lord- 
ſhip a ſentiment} adverſe to the glory and hap- 
pineſs of your country. But, my Lord, 
without diſputing the purity of your intentions, 


{ſuffer me to conſider the policy of giving ſuch 


ſtatements to the public of our internal ſitua- 
tion, at this important criſis, as may, by 


the 


1 
5.8 


refuting 1 * 
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the enemy, and excite e deſpondeney among 
ourſelves. hs 8 
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My Lord, when they come from you, they 
no longer are treated as the fleeting calumnies 
of the Sy they become grave inf ſubſtantial 
charges, when the place, the matter, and the 
rank of the individual are conſidered, who 
thus accuſes his M1 5 miniſters with op- 
preſſion; 


* 
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To the public, which has received your 


Lordſhip's ſtatement, I ſubmit theſe obſerva- 


tions; which, though obſcure and anonymous, 
your Lordſhip will perceive, procced | from a 
quarter not entirely deſtitute of the means of 
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And now, my Lord, that I. have endea= 
voured to ſhow (and I hope not unſucceſsfully) 
that the conduct of his Majeſty's miniſters, as - 
well as of the army in Ireland, has been ſuch | 
as to merit the approbation of their country, 
inſtead of thoſe cenſures which your Lordſhip 
beſtows, I ſhould feel my engagement to the 
public incomplete, if I neglected on this occaſion 
_— Juſtice to the conduct and to the ſervices of 
E 2 his 
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his Majeſty's chief governor in that quarter, 
the EAnL CAupkx. Few men have better 
deſerved of their country in the courſe of the 
awful ſtruggle in which we are engaged; or 
have devoted themſelyes moxe zealouſly to the 
duties of an anxious and ſevere reſpoulibiliry. 
However various may be the opinions of men 
on the meaſures of Government, the ſenti⸗ 
ment. of public reſpect uniyerfally attaches to, 


him, when either his private virtues, or his 


public conduct in the diſcharge of his official 
duty, are the ſubjects of chad conſideration. 
Placed ii in a ſituation, moſt arduous, and called 
to it at a moment moſt, critigal to the ittereſts, 
and perhaps to the fate of both kingdoms, it 


is to the prudence, the moderation, and the 


uniformly able conduct of that nobleman, that 


the people of Ireland are indebted for beins g 
reſcued from the horrors of a civil war, to 
which the violence of party, and the frenzy 
of qiſaffection, were mutually driving them 
with alarming ſpeed. I admit, with your Lord- 
ſhip, it is eaſy to recall him the e 
would be, to replace him. | 

= 2 have the honour to be, | 
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HA This day is publiſhed, in one large Volume Octavo, neatly printed 
F ,, p — 
Nn on a Superſine Wove Cream: coloured Paper, and illuſtrated with 
| 1 181108. the following highly-finiſhed Plates, chiefly from Drawings by 
10 0 it Alexander in China, a Frontiſpiece by Stothard, and a Vignette by 
e Burney, engraved by thoſe eminent Artiſts, Grignion, Sanſom, 
ne Dadley, Audinet, Sparrow, and Owen, price only Ten Shillings 
N 1 and Sixpence in boards, 1 | | 
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an 
00, EMBASSY | 
100 EMPEROR OF CHINA, 
n UNDERTAKEN BY ORDER OF 
e HE KING OF GREAT BRITAIN; _ 
Anne Including the Manners and Cuſtoms of the Inhabitants, and preceded by an Account 
| 1 1 of the Cauſes of the Embaſſy and Voyage to China. Abridged principally from 
nn the Papers of EARL MACARTNEY, as compiled | 
11 | * By Six GEORGE STAUNTON, Barr. 
| þ 45 - _ 7” _ TBE FOLLOWING 18S A LIST.OF THE PLATES. | 
| 1 1 1 Monkey Bread Fruit Tree of St. Jago 18 Chineſe Monument | 
| 14. 2 Leaf of the Prickly Pear 15 19 Bronze Veſſel for Incenſe . 
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iin d' Acunha Nor 21 Chineſe Plough 
l 4 Chineſe Bage 122 Fiſherman's Boat 
11 | * 5 Non-defcript Inſects and Plant - } 23 Manner of cruſhing Rice 
1100 Feet of a Chineſe Lady : 24 Chineſe Bridge 
A 2 Chineſe Mariner's Compaſs 25 Chineſe Chain Pump 
nn 8 Chineſe Neptune 26 Method of raiſing a Net 
n 9 Method of carrying Sedan Chairs 2 Cave of Camoens 
Ann 10 Chineſe Female Divinity 28 Flower of Tea 
11 31 Method of carry ing heavy Packages | 29 Map of China, with the Track of the 
1100 12 The Emperor's Throne a 5 
110 13 Sketch of a Maſs of indurated Earth | 30 Map of the Journey by Land from 
110 and Gravel The- hol, in Tartary, to Canton 
ö 10 14 Sceptre and Purſe 31 Great Wall of China 
Ne 25 A Carved Agate 32 Frontiſpiece, by Stothard 
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| | The above Work is publiſhing in Ten Weekly Numbers, at One 
ll |} - Shilling each, for the Convenience of ſuch as may approve of this 
1 Mode of Purchaſe.— It may confidently be aſſerted that this is the moſt 
f intereſting, cheap, and entertaining Work that has been publiſhed 


during the preſent Century, and a 1 _ m__ * « 
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We cannot too ftrmghy recommend the Peruſal of the following | 


Mort, which has tended more to open the Eyes of the deluded 
Part of the Community than any other Publication of the 
preſent Period, having in a great Meaſure ſaved the American 
Government from being overthrown by a French Faction, and 
been of no little Service to that of Great Britain; the Ja- 
cobins being rapidly on the Increaſe, and their baneful Influ- 
ence faſt ſpreading over the various Parts of Europe, to the 
Deftruftion of the Countries where they have been admitted. 


This Work contains the Hiſtory of the Mancœuvres of the 
Jacobins, from the Beginning of the Revolution till the Ex- 
pulſion of the Party of Barrere and Collot d'Herbois. All of 
the Hiſtories. yet publiſhed ſtop at or before the 10th of Au- 
guſt, 1792, at which Period the REIGN OF ANARCHY AND 
SYSTEM OF TERROR COMMENCED. 'The firſt Period ſhows 
the miſtaken Opinions of French Reformers, and the latter their 
terrible Reſult. It is to ſhow the Chain that connected the 
firſt Errors and the laſt Exceſſes that the Author chiefly attaches 
himſelf, and it is from this Connection between the Cauſes an d 
Effects that other Nations may learn to form a true Opinion of 
that unexampled Revolution, | | 

This Day is publiſhed, in One large Volume Octauo, containing 8 30 Pages 

* ”y — Letter Pi Price 105. 6d. in Boards, YO 


HISTORY. 
JACOBINISM, 


Its CRIMES, CRUELTIES,. and PERFIDIES ; compriſing an 
Inquiry into the Manner of diſſeminating, under the Ap-. 
| 23 of Philoſophy and Virtue, Principles which are equally 
Jubverſive of Order, Virtue, Religion, and Happineſs. 
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